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Notice Board

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARTILLERY
ALL RANKS CORPS
DINING-IN-NIGHT

SATURDAY 3 JULY 2004
AT HOBBS ARTILLERY PARK

7.00 FOR 7.30

DRESS: SERVING -MESS DRESS WHITE JACKET / POLYESTERS
NON SERVING - BLACK TIE / LOUNGE SUIT- LADIES AFTER 5
RSVP — Please use the enclosed flier
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Artillery Memorial Wall at HAP— see story / photos — page 4
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NADZAB Day Plus
60 Years - The Sequel

THIS ARTICLE IS A FOLLOW-ON FROM TUMPING
ENTO HISTORY WHICH WAS PUBLISHED IN THE
RAA LIAISON LETTHER MK3 - SPRING ERNTION',
As the noonday sunlight filtesed through gum trees,
a large family gathering at Chau Pha Lines,
Townsville warched the approach of o Dodge
command car towing a small green gun, The
vehicle delivered a smartly-dressed young officer
and a senior citizen through an honour guard of
soldiers dréssed in Secnnd World War uniforms,
The visitors were introduced as paragunner Keith
Beghie and a representative 2nd/4th Ficld
Regiment Captain ‘Roos Marsden' resplendent in
his namesake's old service dress with Africa Star,
service and wound stripes.

FProvided by Colonel Arthur Burke
Colonel Commandant - Northern Region

'Of the original 31 members of the 2nd/4th Field
Regiment who parachuted into Nadzab with rwo
25-Pounder Shorts on 5th Seprember 1943, only
ten have survived thiz sixtieth anniversary’,
announced Colonel Commandant and honorary
unit histonan Arthar Burke ro the large gathering
of the unit's family’ - the spouses, parmers,
children, parents and members of 4th Field

Rejiment.

'Of the 212 Shorts manufaciured during the war,
onty 200 of them are known to have survived', he
continued. "To commemorate that historc jump,
paragunner Keith Beghie has been reunited with 4
‘baby' 25-Pounder here toduy:!
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Admiring the 25-Pounder short are (L-R) Colonel Commandant Arthur Burke, CO Warwick Jones,
WW2 Paragunner Keith Begbie, BC A FD BTY Brian Hawke, a representative WW2 2"/4™ veteran
‘Roos Marsden’, veteran Jack Rush, a representative WW2 soldier, veteran Arthur Thompson, a

representative WW2 soldier, veteran and 2"4™ QId Secretary Mick Heffernan and a representative
WW?2 soldier.
(Article from the RAA Liason Letter — Autumn EdfitRD04.)

ADVERTISING

VIETNAM TOUR

Experience the history, culture and beauty of Vietham on tis extensive all inclusive
17 Day holiday.
Departing Friday 17" September and returning Monday 4' October, 2004

Visiting : Hanoi, Halong Bay, Hue, Khe Sanh, Darkrong, Horseshoe, Long Hai Hills, Minh Dam, Dat Do, Dinh Co
Camp Caroll, Rock Pile, Vinh Moc, Danang, Lang Co, China Monastery, Suoi Chau Pha Valley, Nui Dat, Baria, Bien Hoa,
Beach, Hoian, My Lai, Chu Lai, Saigon, My Tho — Mekong Bau Bang, Ben Cat, Tan Uyen, FSB Coral/Balmoral, Ho Chi
Delta, Tay Ninh, Cu Chi, Vung Tau, Long Phuoc, Long Tan, Minh City (Saigon).

Inclusions:

Economy class return airfare flying Thai International ex SYD/MEL. Can also fly Thai ex BNE and
PER but may require overnight connection BKK

All pre payable departure and arrival taxes as at 19/2/04

Meet & Greet services

Transfers by air-conditioned vehicles and also whilst touring
English-speaking Vietnamese guides whilst travelling through Vietnam
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10




Accommodation on a share twin basis (two per room) in good, three star, tourist standard hotels,
with the exception of the "Rex" Ho Chi Minh City (4 star).

All meals in Vietnam, (B)=Breakfast, (L)=Lunch, (D)=Dinner - from arrival (L) Hanoi to (B) Ho Chi
Minh City (Saigon) on final day.

Overnight train Hanoi-Hue on the Reunification Express in soft-berth four to a compartment (2
upper/2 lower)

All sightseeing as detailed in daily program

All entrance fees and issue of required permits via Hanoi for special zones

Domestic airfare Danang - Ho Chi Minh City, economy class, inclusive local taxes

Cost of Vietnam Visa issue

Gratitude’s to guides and drivers

Departure tax ex Ho Chi Minh City paid locally by escort at check-in — US $12 pp

Afternoon check-out on final day in Ho Chi Minh City as required, subject to home port

Fully escorted from and to Australia by a current serving military member who has traveled to
Vietnam on several occasions as a tour escort for Battlefields of the World.

Not included : Items of a personal nature, i.e. telephone, laundry, room service * Visits not included in the
daily itinerary * Travel Insurance * Cost of securing passport * Meals not mentioned in daily itinerary.
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Gun Nomenclature and History — WA 6 in Coast Guns
Did You Know — Mottos of the Regiment

Letters to the Editor

Soldier’'s Poem

Leighton Heritage Update

Restoration Workshop Update
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Gun Nomenclature and History — WA 6 in Coast Guns

By Bob Glyde

There appears to be a misunderstanding when
describing the various 6 in coast guns mounted in
Western Australia over the years.

First perhaps it would be an idea if the various
initials used in describing ordnance were listed.

SBML - Smooth Bore Muzzle Loading.
Describes a weapon with a smooth bore and
loaded at the muzzle.

RBL — Rifled Breech Loading. A weapon loaded
at the breech end. The projectile being rammed
until the driving band on the projectile struck the
rifing in the barrel. A bagged charge was then
introduced behind the projectile. This
nomenclature was in use until about 1870 when
the methods of manufacture of ordnance changed
and newer types of breechblocks were introduced.

RML — Rifled Muzzle Loading. Introduced during
the period 1870 to 1880. The bore of the gun was
machined with a number of rifling groves and the
projectile was fitted with brass studs, which
matched the gun’s rifling pitch. In this case a bag
of propellant was rammed down from the muzzle
into the chamber followed by the projectile, the
studs on which had to match the rifling grooves.

BL — Breech Loading. Loaded from the breech
and rammed until the driving band of the projectile
engaged the rifling. This was followed by a
bagged charge. The ammunition was listed as
“separate”. These applied to steel built guns for
the period 1870 — 1890 and then wire built guns
from 1890 onwards.

QF — Quick Firing. As for above except the
ammunition was “fixed”, in other words, the
projectile and the propellant in a brass cartridge
were married together and loaded at the same
time.

BLC - Breech Loading, Converted. Some of the
earlier model BL guns were modified to enable
them to withstand the pressures of newer
propellants as they were introduced. They may
also have been fitted with the single motion
breech mechanism which enabled an increase in
the rounds per minute they were capable of
achieving.

QFC — Quick Firing, Converted. In the mid 1890s
controversy reined as to whether the services
should be buying BL or QF guns. A number of the
older BL guns were converted. The breeches
were modified to accept the fixed ammunition and

at the same time they were strengthened to
accept the increased pressures of the new
propellants.

Guns were also identified by marques, which they
were given as change in manufacturing methods,
design improvement, etc took place. They could
also be built for naval use, land service or
combined.

The 6-inch guns, with which the forts in Western
Australia were equipped, comprised the following

Ordnance BL 6 inch Mk IV
Ordnance BL 6inch Mk VI
Ordnance BL 6 inch Mk VI
Ordnance BL 6 inch Mk XI
Ordnance QFC 6 inch “B” Mk Il

The Mk IV and VI guns were emplaced at Albany
in 1893. Guns of this type were introduced into
service in the mid 1880s. The question has been
asked why were the two marques introduced in
the same fortress. The Treatise of Service
Armament — 1908 indicate there was a slight
variation in the gun manufacture, which did not
affect the ballistic characteristics. Outwardly it is
not possible to note any variation. One of each
type of these marques are still to be found in the
Princess Royal Fortress at Albany.

The Mk VII guns were emplaced at Fort Arthur
Head in 1906, later moved to Leighton 6 inch
Battery in 1943 and then to Albany in 1945, Fort
Forrest in 1908, later moved to Fort Swanbourne
in 1938.

The Mk Xl guns were emplaced at Bickley Battery
— Rottnest Island in 1938.

The QFC “B” Mk Il replaced the older Mk IV and
VI guns at Albany in 1939.

In 1910 the 6-inch MkVII gun was selected as the
standard gun for coast defence installations
through out the British Empire. They come into
service around 1895. They were primarily for
close defence tasks that is actions up to about
9000 metres with the standard Carriage Garrison,
Central Pivot Mk Il. A carriage was also available
which gave an elevation of 35° which, enabled
them to be used in counter bombardment tasks.
The ordnance was 7 tons in weight and 45
calibres in length.

The Mk XI gun was originally based on British
Admiralty specifications. They were 9 tons in

Everywhere Where Right and Glory Lead
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weight and 50 calibres in length. They came into
Australian service as the main armament for the
“Chatham” type “Town” class cruisers purchased
as part of the Australian fleet expansion between
1911 and 1913.

Early in the 1930s HMAS “Sydney” and HMAS
Melbourne were decommissioned and sent to the
United Kingdom to be scrapped. Their main
armament of 8 — 6 inch guns were removed and
put into reserve. HMAS “Brisbane” was sent to
the United Kingdom at a later date but retained
her armament although there would have been
guns held in reserve at the Naval Armament
Depot.

During the 1930s, with the upgrading of coastal
defences around Australia the Navy released 19
of the guns to the Army. Two such guns were
sent to Western Australia in 1936 to temporarily
equip Fort Swanbourne and then to Rottnest
Island in 1938 to arm Bickley Battery. This again
on a temporary basis until barrels with less wear
became available. Due to their increased range
they provided a counter bombardment task in
conjunction with the 9.2 inch Oliver Hill Battery.

The F1 gun of Bickley Battery No. 2328 had
ori%inally been mounted on HMAS “Brisbane” on
14" September 1914. It was later in the Great
War returned for re-tubing and eventually returned
to Australia where it was held at Sydney until
issued to the Army in 1938. This piece is
displayed at the Leighton Battery Heritage site.

The F2 gun No. 2309 was built by Vickers, Son
and Maxim in 1912 and mounted on HMAS
“Melbourne”. It was removed from HMAS
“Melbourne” for re-tubing by the Royal Gun
Factory during the Great War and it is understood
was returned to Australia in the 1920s where it
was held in reserve until issued to the Army in
1938. It is now displayed at the Kingstown
Barracks at Rottnest.

There has been an ongoing story that the Bickley
Battery guns were formerly mounted on HMAS

DID YOU KNOW................

Mottos of the Regiment

“Sydney” however this is not correct. Four
complete Mk Xl guns remain in Australia. Two
are on display at the Darwin East Point Military
Museum, One is at the naval museum at Garden
Island, New South Wales and another gun is at
the Australian War Memorial.

There is quite a story concerning the QFC 6-inch
“B” Mk Il guns, which were emplaced at Albany in
1939. At the close of the 19" Century, the Colony
of New South Wales sent four of their BL 6-inch
Elswick Ordnance Company guns back to the
United Kingdom to be converted to QFguns.

At the time of the Committee of Inquiry 1901, one
of these guns had been returned and the others
were listed as being “in England to be chase
hoped and converted to QF”. On their return
three of the guns were emplaced at South Head
Battery and the fourth gun was believed to have
been sent to Hobart for ordnance training
purposes. In 1938 two of the guns were replaced
and sent to Albany to replace the old Mk IV and
Mk VI guns. The remaining gun at South Head
was retained as the Examination gun until 1942.
It was then sent to New Zealand.

The nomenclature of the guns, apart from the
initials QFC, has always posed a query however
on 30" June 1943 an equipment audit listed the
weapons as QFC 6 in “B” Mk Il. Subsequent
research of recent times has given an
explanation. QF is self explanatory, the “C”
indicated that it was a converted gun, the “B”
indicated it had been fitted with the more modern
single motion, breech mechanism. Mk Il indicated
the piece had undergone a number 2 conversion.
Details supporting this explanation are to be found
in the “Treatise of Service Ordnance — 1908”
publication.

Unfortunately the Albany ordnance was scrapped
apparently around 1952. The only remaining
weapon of its type is now to be found at the
Peirson Park Reserve near Hobart. When last
seen by the writer, the weapon was incorrectly
assembled and in very poor condition.

Since the establishment of Artillery Units in Australia, there have been a number of mottos adopted by

gunners. These have included:

‘PRO ARIS ET FOCIS’ (For Fields and Hearths) — Queensland Field Artillery and the

Tasmanian and South Australian Garrison Artillery;
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‘CUSTODES PORTARUM’ (Guardians of the Gates) — Queensland, Victorian and New

South Wales Australian Garrison Artillery (Militia);

‘SI VIS PACEM PARA BELLUM’ (If you want Peace, prepare for War) — Western

Australian Field Atrtillery;

‘CAVE FULMEN MEYI (Beware My Fire) — Australian Garrison Artillery No 1 South
Australian Company;

‘JAMAIS ARRIERA’ (Always to the Fore) — Western Australia Garrison Artillery; and

‘SEMPER FIDELIS’ (Aways Faithful) — Original motto of the New South Wales Artillery

(There is a line of thought that the motto was ‘SEMPER PARATUS’ (Always Ready). This
is incorrect; never-the-less A Field Battery has now adopted the motto).

After Federation the single motto ‘CONSENSU STABILES’ was adopted. It is apparent there were
three interpretations of the translation accepted: Strong in Agreement; Firm and Ready; and the most widely
accepted, Firm and Steadfast.

In 1950 His Majesty King George VI granted The Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery the two mottos of
The Royal Regiment of Artillery:

‘UBIQUE’ (Everywhere), and
‘QUO FAS ET GLORIA DUCUNT’ (Where Right and Glory Lead).

Taken from Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery — Customs and Traditions — by WO1 Christopher Jobson
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