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- COVER – Sgt’s Mess Reunion Sep 07 -   
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Next Issue – June 2008 
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ANYBODY INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING THEIR BUSINESS IN ARTILLERY WA  FOR A DONATION OF $ 10 (TEN) 
PER YEAR, (Four Issues), BOTH IN PRINTED AND WEB SITE EDITIONS, PLEASE MAIL OR EMAIL THE EDITOR TO 

THE ADRESSES SHOWN

Subs to your Association or Society are now due – R AAA of WA (Inc) - $ 15             RAAHS - $ 25  
 

We now have a Direct Debit facility – Please find the details in the relevant sections -  
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Welcome to our Annual General Meeting being held on Sunday 09 March 2008 at Hobbs Artillery 
Park. 
 
Unfortunately a long standing Committee Member Ron Jager has decided for health reasons not to 
renominate. 
To you Ron the untiring service given over many years has been appreciated by all and the 
dedication to the Associated will be sorely missed. 
 
On behalf of the Committee and Members it is desired to place on record our acknowledgment for 
all the many years of support and wish you, all the best in the future. 
 
The Dawn service at Hobbs Artillery Park was well attended and the support by the immediate past 
Battery Commander Major Andrew Dunjey and 7 Field Battery continues to make this event an 
important occasion in our calendar. 
As usual Ron Jaeger and Gabby D’Uva provided the coordination between the bodies. 
 
Gunners Day at Guildford was in near perfect weather with the Reviewing Officer the Colonel 
Commandant Bill Ritchie. 
The support of 7 Field Battery in setting up for the March Past once again provided the necessary 
interstructure for the occasion. 
 
Thank You. 
 
It was pleasing to observe the number of people marching to the WA Police Band Contingent. 
 
Unfortunately the numbers of Ex Gunners were less than last year however the enthusiasm of 
those marching is to be commended. 
 
 On this occasion the Reverend Steve Warren, the Rector of St. Matthews, officiated. 
 
This Association is dependant on the Support of 7 Field Battery and the Committee Members 

Vice President Peter Rowles 
Secretary Tom Arnautovic 
Treasurer Gabby D’Uva 
Assistant Treasurer/Secretary Ron Jager 
Committee Members 
  Ken Hepworth 
  John O’Brien and  
  Wendy Mahoney 

And the Honorary Auditor Captain Hugh Zimmerman. 
To each and everyone thank you. 
 
This year the Perth Anzac Day March will be returning to the Esplanade adjacent to the Perth / 
Mandurah Rail Station. 
 
The assembly point for Marchers will be on the Sout h Side, not the North side of St. 
George’s Terrace, opposite the Uniting Church on th e corner of Irwin Street. 
 

Ubique             
�
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Hours: - Saturday 9:00am – 1:00pm or by appointment  
 

Artillery from around the world  
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WELFARE FUND and OFFICER  
 

John Walsh is the contact person as the Association’s Welfare Officer.  Anybody that needs to discuss 
any Welfare Funding can contact John via email at info@artillerywa.org.au or jfxwalsh@bigpond.com.au 

or by phone on 93836544, Wednesday mornings. 
 
Access to Funds can be made by applying in writing using the Welfare Fund Form, which is available on request. 
(From the Treasurer) 
The Association reminds Members that access to the Fund to help Gunners financially at a time of need is strictly 
confidential and all applications are treated as such. 

Clean Energy Solutions Pty Ltd 
Clean Coal & Hydrogen Technologies 

for 
A Cleaner Earth 

0411955622 
� 

Proud to be Associated with Artillery 
W.A. 
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Army from around the world  
 

 
 

 

 
 

You can Now pay your Membership Fees by Direct Debi t!  
 

Members can go to any bank (or do it by electronic transfer) and make a deposit quoting 
The RAA Association’s BSB and Account Number and yo ur Name. The Funds will 
automatically be transferred to the Association’s A ccount along with your name. 

 

It’s that Simple!! 
 
If you choose this method please quote: 
 
RAA Association of WA (Inc) – (Note: Some banks may required the full wording)  
 
Commonwealth Bank 
 
BSB Number:   066 163 
 
Account Number: 0090 2583 

  

Please do not forget to include 
your name, so we know who the 
payment is from. 
Thank You. 
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77  FFiieelldd  BBaatttteerr yy,,  33  FFiieelldd  RReeggiimmeenntt  
 

The Battery has a new Website - Check it out!! At http://www.defence.gov.au/army/7fdbty/ 

  

TThhee  NNeeww  BBaatt tteerr yy  CCoommmmaannddeerr   
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Artillerymen from year’s past  
 

 
RAA Committee – no date –   

 
L-R Back: Brig Doug Collins, Lt Col A J McCallum, Lt Col J Houlton, George Ball, Frank Beech 

Front: Barry Steere (?), Major Sid Harvey, Col Alf Rogers and unknown. 

�.���(����������#��)����������		����&����#	��#��	�� ����#������&�����	�������&	�����1��
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DISSOLUTION 
OF 

HOBBS AUSTRALIAN ARTILLERY MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 
 

In September 2003 the Foundation was registered with ASIC to basically provide a vehicle through 
which tax deductible donations could be received and channelled to support the Artillery 
Associations within Western Australia. 
 
As a registered unlisted Public Company the Foundation was accountable to both the ATO and 
ASIC. 
 
HAAMF Directors worked diligently toward achieving the objectives stated above.  
 
Despite individual and joint efforts by Board members to overcome the challenges posed by 
constraints imposed by both the ATO and ASIC, together with the corporate costs involved in 
maintaining the Foundations registration, clearly indicated the key elements of the Foundation 
could not, certainly in the short term, be achieved. 
 
It was therefore resolved that the Foundation be dissolved and the energies of the members of the 
Board be directed, as far as possible, to the support of RAAHS. 
 
I would like to especially thank Don Rae and Andrew Dunjey for the work they did for an on behalf 
of the Board to try and overcome the ever higher hurdles set by the ATO and ASIC. 
On behalf of the members of the Board of Directors I thank the members of the RAA Associations 
and every individual associated with Artillery in Western Australia for their support. 
Fred Lynch (Vice Chairman) 
 
On Behalf of Chairman Bob Farrelly and Fellow Directors 
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Sgt’s Mess Reunion Sep 2007 - HAP  
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  THE AIMING POST 
The Royal Australian Artillery Historical Society 

Of Western Australia (Inc) 
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You can Now pay your Membership Fees by Direct Debi t!  
 

Members can go to any bank and make a deposit quoti ng The RAA Historical Society’s BSB and 
Account Number and your Name. The Funds will automa tically be transferred to the Association’s 

Account along with your name. 
 

It’s that Simple!! 
 
If you choose this method please quote: 
 
RAA Historical Society of WA (Inc) -  (Note: Some banks may required the full wording)  
 

Commonwealth Bank 
 
BSB Number:  066-103   
 
Account Number: 00903744   

�
�

����������	 �
  
Readers will be saddened to learn of the passing of  Member James W. Kevan on 8th March 2008.  Jim join ed the 
Society on 22 June 1993 and worked diligently in th e Photo Archive Section manually accessioning hundr eds of 
donated photographs until October 2006 when a combi nation of age and poor health prevented his regular  
attendance.  Jim and his wife Jess were offered Hon orary Membership of the Society - a gesture they ac cepted 
enthusiastically. 
 
Jim provided a link with the past in that he served  in 3 Field Brigade AFA pre WW2 and enlisted in the  AIF when 
released by his employer.  He was posted the Middle  East as a reinforcement to 2/3rd Field Regiment th at was in the 
course of reforming after the disastrous Greece - C rete Campaign.  Events changed however and Jim was allotted to 
the newly formed 2/4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment .  He took part in the 1942 Battle of El Alamein an d returned to 
Australia in 1943 where after a short stint in Nort h Queensland served in New Guinea in defence of Uni ted States 
Airfields. 
 
Post-war, Jim resumed his role in the banking indus try and became involved in Torchbearers for Legacy (the fund 
raising arm of Legacy) and was an active Legatee wh o assisted many widows of returned servicemen attai n a War 
Widows Pension. 
 
A Service for Jim was conducted at Karrakatta Crema torium on Friday, 14th March.  Jim is survived by h is wife Jess 
and two sons, John and Rod.  

 
UBIQUE 
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Please do not forget to include your 
name so we know who the payment 
is from. 
Thank You. 
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Article from the Australian Newspaper – Courtesy of  Phil Pougnault   
AUSTRALIAN army gunners are to see active service for the first time since the Vietnam War. Fifteen artillerymen 
from the Darwin-based 8/12 Medium Regiment will join their British counterparts from the Royal Horse Artillery in 
Afghanistan's Helmand province as part of an exchange program. Working as a unit, they will operate 105mm L118 
Light Guns similar to the Hamel gun in service with the Australian army. 
The British guns have a range of 17km and operate from forward bases in Helmand province, which has seen 
some of the sharpest combat against Taliban insurgents. 
The Australians have spent the past six months training in Britain and will be the first of a series of rotations into 
Helmand province. 
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THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS HAVE REACHED A MILESTONE IN T HEIR UNBROKEN SERVICE WITH THE 
SOCIETY: 
 
  10 YEAR MEMBERSHIP    15 YEAR MEMBERSHIP  
 
  BARRY EATHER     GLENDA DUGGAN 
 
  JOHN O’BRIEN     ROBERT EGGLESTON 
 
  GLEN SCOTT (WOOLLONGONG NSW)  JOCELYN MITCHELL 
 
  KARAN SHARPE     LINDSAY PEET 
 
  ROWDEN SHARPE 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 
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PARIS: The last French veteran of World War I, an 
Italian immigrant who lied about his age to join the 
Foreign Legion, has died aged 110. 
Lazare Ponticelli, the last of more than eight million 
men who fought under French colours in the 1914-18 
war that tore Europe apart, died at the home he 
shared with his daughter in Paris. 
  
Reflecting on his wartime experiences, he once said: 
"You shoot at men who are fathers: war is completely 
stupid." 
  
President Nicolas Sarkozy led tributes to the last 
"poilu," the affectionate nickname meaning hairy or 
tough given to French foot soldiers since Napoleonic 
times. 
  
"Today, I express the nation's deep emotion and 
infinite sadness," he said. 
  
"I salute the Italian boy who came to Paris to earn his 
living and chose to become French, first in August 
1914, when he lied about his age to sign up at 16 for 
the Foreign Legion to defend his adopted homeland. 
Then a second time in 1921, when he decided to 
remain here for good. 
  
Ponticelli's death came less than two months after 
that of the penultimate French survivor of the 1914-
18 war, Louis de Cazenave, who was also 110 years 
old. 
  
Germany's last veteran from World War I also died in 
January this year. 
  
Now there are just nine living veterans worldwide of 
the conflict. They are: 
  

- Henry Allingham of Britain aged 111. The only 
survivor to have served from beginning to end of the 
conflict, he started in the Royal Navy and then ended 
in the Air Force, seeing action at the Somme. 
  
- Yakup Satar of Turkey aged 109. Signed up in 1915 
for the Ottoman Army, worked with the Germans, 
notably on gas weapons, and was captured in 1917 
in what is now Iraq. 
  
- Harry Patch of Britain aged 109. Called up in 1917 
and saw action in the trenches of the Belgian front, 
including during the murderous 3rd Battle of Ypres. 
Injured by a shell in the same year. 
  
- Delfino Borroni of Italy, 109. Joined an elite unit in 
1917 and notably fought against Austro-Hungarian 
forces in the Tyrol. 
  
- Francesco Chiarello, also of Italy 109. Called up in 
1918 and saw action in his country's final battles of 
the war. 
- Frank Buckles, United States aged 107. Joined up 
by lying about his age when his country entered the 
war in 1917 and served as an ambulance driver in 
England and France. 
  
- John Babcock of Canada aged 107. Was sent to 
Britain as a junior soldier with the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force in 1917, but did not see action 
because he was too young. 
  
- Franz Kuenstler of Germany aged 107. Joined a 
Hungarian artillery unit in February 1918, and served 
in Italy. Only survivor of the Austro-Hungarian forces. 
  
- Claude Choules of Britain aged 106. Joined the 
Royal Navy in 1916 and served in the North Sea 
while only a teenager. 
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