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7 Field Battery RAA 60 " BIRTHDAY DINNER

BC Maj Steve Mathers reading ‘Citation’ to RAA Association
‘Most Outstanding Soldier Award’ - The 2008 recipient is BDR R. Hawkins

Colonel Don Rae providing after Dinner address on History of 7 Fd Bty
at 60" Battery Birthday Dinner 2008
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Notice Board

Mark these dates in your calendars

Saturday 4 ™ October 2008 - LFX - Lancelin (Details page 4)

Sunday 2 November 2008 - Annual Gunners Day - Guild  ford
Form Up at St Matthews Church 1400 hrs for 1430 ste  p off

RAAHS BUSY BEES 2008 LEIGHTON BATTERY OPEN DAYS
19" Jan 23" Feb 29" Mar 03" May The Leighton Battery Heritage Site is open on a
31" May 28"Jun 26" Jul  30™ Aug regular basis on the first Sunday of
27" sep 25MOct 29™ Nov 20" Dec every month from 10 AM to 3:30 PM with tours of
the tunnels every half hour.

COVER - 7 Fd Bty RAA 60 " BIRTHDAY DINNER -
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Next Issue — December 2008

O 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000°00000 0000 00
Subs to your Association or Society are now due — R AAAof WA (Inc) - $ 15 RAAHS - $ 25
We now have a Direct Debit facility — Please find t _he details in the relevant sections -
O 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 00 0 00

The Editor gratefully acknowledges the contributions to the newsletter by the members, whose names appear with the corresponding
articles.
Articles, editorial comment or book reviews for publication should be submitted to the editor, at: Royal Australian Artillery Association of
WA (Inc) PO Box 881, Claremont WA 6910. Phone: 93836544 Fax: 93836370 or E-mail the Editor at info@artillerywa.org.au

ADVERTISING

ANYBODY INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING THEIR BUSINESS IN ARTILLERY WA FOR A DONATION OF $ 10 (TEN)
PER YEAR, (Four Issues), BOTH IN PRINTED AND WEB SITE EDITIONS, PLEASE MAIL OR EMAIL THE EDITOR TO
THE ADRESSES SHOWN
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION WA (INC)

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

The 7 Field Battery 60" Anniversary Birthday Dinner on 12 July 2008 was a great success and well attended
by our members.

On behalf of the Association it is desired to extend to the Battery Commander Major Steve Mathers, the
organising committee and members of 7 Field Battery our congratulations.

In respect of your Committee there will be some changes with our long serving Treasurer and Editor Gabby
D’Uva leaving due to heavy work load and family commitments.
The time and effort you have put in over many years is to be commended and is recognised - Thank you.

Also at the March 2009 AGM the Vice President Peter Rowles has given notice that he will also be retiring
after many years of contribution to go travelling.

The support and effort given over many years to further the interests of Gunners

is commendable and your background knowledge will be sadly missed.

Unfortunately at the same time Tom Arnautovic will be leaving his work and taking the challenge of
retirement. This for a while will involve travelling and we wish him all the best and regret his outstanding
input to the Association will be sadly missed.
To you Tom who really has been a very important element in the Association we wish you all the
best in the travels both interstate and overseas. On behalf of all thank you for the many years of
service.

Now on the brighter side at the August Committee Meeting the President is also retiring and Lt Col. Bob
Farrelly will be taking over the position and holding the Chair for the balance of the current term.
It is desired on behalf of all to thank Bob for agreeing to take on this position.

Another change is Committee Member John O’Brien to take over as Editor of Artillery WA from Gabby D’'Uva
and the first publication under John is this edition.
The transition with support from Gabby and Tom has provided is already well underway.

Once again Gunners Day will be held at St Matthews Church in Stirling Square Guildford on Sunday 2"
November 2008.

As this is the Eightieth Gunners day would you note the date and be there Form up time 1400 hrs for 1430

step off followed by the laying of Wreaths, the Church Service and fellowship in the hall - all are welcome.

Bruce G. Campbell oAm
President

For Gunners in need of financial assistance!!!

WELFARE FUND and OFFICER

John Walsh is the contact person as the Association’s Welfare Officer. Anybody that
needs to discuss any Welfare Funding can contact John via email at

info@artillerywa.org.au or_jixwalsh@bigpond.com.au or by phone on 93836544,
Wednesday mornings.

Access to Funds can be made by applying in writing using the Welfare Fund Form, which is available on request.
(From the Treasurer)
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Invitation to observe last rounds being fired at LF X - 4" October 2008

All Regular Artillery units are moving to mechanised medium artillery and Reserve Atrtillery units are having
their Guns withdrawn and will restructure to become 81mm Mortar units. 7 Field Battery will conduct its last
artillery live firing exercise on weekend 4™ October at the Lancelin range.

The Battery Commander is extending an invitation to RAA Association members to attend the LFX and
observe the last rounds fired before the withdrawal and retirement of the M2A2 field Guns.

It is expected that those wishing to attend will make their own way to Lancelin and the Battery will provide
transport onto the range and return to Lancelin.

If you are interesting in attending this shoot please email or ring Peter Rowles to register your interest and as
details for the weekend are known Peter will inform members and coordinate our attendance. Peter’s contact
details are:

rowles@highwayl.com.au or mobile 0408926913

M2A2 firing at Lancelin 1978 - Alpha Gun No 1 Sgt Tom Arnautovic

ASSOCIATION BADGES FOR SALE

RAA JACKET POCKET BADGE - Actual size of Badge is 100mm wide x 90mm high -
RAA ARTILLERY EMBROIDERED BERET BADGES — Actual size is 55mm wide by 40mm high —
CAN BE ORDERED THROUGH THE ASSOCIATION — COST $10 EACH - PLEASE USE THE ORDER FORM IN

LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.
(Please post request to Secretary for both items - order form herein)
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The following message of loyalty was submitted by the Representative Colonel Commandant to The Queen,
Our Captain General and her response message is included.

In addition the Head of Regiment greetings for the Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery 137th Anniversary
celebrations on 1st August 2008 is also included.

Editor
AUSTRALIAN ARMY
Head of Regiment Royal Regiment of Australian Antifle
Bridges Barracks, PUCKAPUNYAL VIC 3662
2004/1050473

RAA HOR/OUT/2008/265

The Private Secretary to Her Majesty The Queen
BUCKINGHAM PALACE

Dear Sir,

| request that you submit for Her Majesty's consitlen the following loyal message from the Royabinent of
Australian Artillery:

The Colonels Commandant, the Head of Regimentaliitanks of the Royal Regiment of Australian
Artillery convey to Her Majesty, our Captain Gerletheir respect and loyalty on the occasion of &oy
st

Australian Artillery Day, 1 of August 2008, commemorating 137 years of dedicagzvice to Australia.

The recent formation of the ZGSurvelllance and Target Acquisition Regiment wﬁilSurvelIIance and

Target Acquisition Battery and 132Jn manned Aerial Vehicle Battery to support openasihas successfully
provided many operational theatres with continugzpsrt and specialist skills. They join other gursrfieom
the Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery that amerrently providing support to several operatidhalatres.

th th
This year our special trl?oughts are with our gunfrers 8 /12 Medium Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery
1l

currently serving with 7Parachute Regiment, Royal Horse Atrtillery deployetelmand Province,
th
Afghanistan; and to our gunners fromHeld Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery for swss in their pre-
th
deployment training with 29Commando Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Ubique
Yours faithfully,

T.R. FORD, AO

Major General (Retired)
Representative Colonel Commandant
Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery

Tel: +61 3 5735 6465
E-mail: kym.schoene@defence.gov.au

17 June 2007
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE
Major General T. R. Ford, AO,
Representative Colonel Commandant,
Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery.
Please convey my warm thanks to the Colonels Cordardnthe Head of the Regiment and all Ranks oRial
Regiment of Australian Artillery for their kind mesge of loyal greetings sent on the occasion ofiRAystralian
Artillery Day, held today to celebrate one hundaed thirty seven years of dedicated service byRisgiment.

As your Captain General, | much appreciate youugitfulness, in writing as you did and in returend my best
wishes to all concerned for a most memorable andessful day.

ELIZABETH R

1st August, 2008

AUSTRALIAN ARMY
Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery
2004/1050473
HOR/OUT/2008/296

Representative Colonel Commandant,

Colonels Commandant,

Commanding Officers,

Battery Commanders,

Regimental Sergeant Majors,

All Ranks of the Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery,
Associations and affiliated friends of the Regiment

ST
ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS TO THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF AUST RALIAN ARTILLERY -1
AUGUST 2008

st th
The 1 of August 2008 marks the 13Anniversary of the Royal Regiment of Australianilety service to the Army
and the Nation by its members. The Regiment isheating its achievements in support of our commeasided troops
as the oldest continually serving Regiment in thistéalian Army.

Our commitment to Australia has been continuousesthe establishment of permanent battery compgris@® men of

st
all ranks on the 1August 1871 to replace the departing British Forened provide artillery defence to Sydney. Since
then many other batteries have been raised anduwuners have served the Nation proudly in manyliceefrom the
Boer War to recent service in Iraq, Afghanistard smcontinuing operations in Timor Leste and th&&on Islands.

In celebrating our anniversary this year, | ask wluto reflect on our gunners currently deployedirotraining for
deployment to operations across the world, to theamtk support their families during their absenced & wish all
those serving overseas and safe and speedy rettireit beloved Australia and their families.

On behalf of the Representative Colonel CommanadadtColonels Commandant, | congratulate all rafitkeoRoyal
Regiment of Australian Artillery, serving and forméor their service.

Ubique

P.D. WINTER
Brigadier

Head of Regiment

Telephone: (02) 6127 5852, Facsimile: (02) 61270536

E-mail: phil.winter@defence.gov.au
18 July 2008
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PR REGIMENTAL HISTORY MADE IN CANBERRA Gk,

History was made in Canberra on Tuesday and Wednesday 13-14 May 2008 when the 40" Anniversary of
the Battle of Coral/Balmoral was celebrated. On Tuesday was held the first of two ceremonies when, at the
Australian Forces Vietnam National Memorial on Anzac Parade, the Governor General, Major General
Michael Jeffery, AC CVO MC (Retd) and Mrs Marlene Jeffrey, and the Prime Minister, The Honourable Kevin
Rudd MP, officiated. With guards and catafalque parties comprising serving soldiers mounted, formalities
began with the Royal Salute. Then the Minister for Veteran’s Affairs, The Honourable Alan Griffin MP gave
the Welcome Address, and this was followed by the Prime Minister's Commemorative Address. Lieutenant
General Sir Donald Dunstan, AC KBE CB (Retd) gave the Veteran's Address, and Father John Tinkler
offered the Prayer of Peace. Major Robert Morrison then read the Honour Roll of those that made the
supreme sacrifice during the battle. From 12 Field Regiment were Gunners C J Sawtell and | J Scott; Major
G A Constable, formerly RAA of 161 Independent Reconnaissance Flight; Signaller A H Young, Royal
Australian Corps of Signals, 16 members from 1* Battalion and six members of 4™ Battalions, Royal
Australian Regiment. The Ode was recited by Brigadier lan Ahern (Retd) followed by the Last Post and
Father Flynn's Benediction. A March Past of veterans followed and wreathes were laid.

Next day, at the Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery National Memorial at Mount Pleasant His Excellency
the Governor General and Mrs Marlene Jeffery, with Major General Ash Power AM CSC, and The
Honourable Alan Griffin officiated at the Presentation of the Honour Title of ‘CORAL’ to 102 Field Battery
RAA. The Governor General presented the official document to Lieutenant Colonel Craig Furini,
Commanding Officer 8"/12™ Medium Regiment, RAA on behalf of 102" Field Battery, RAA. Wreathes were
laid by the Governor General, Major General Power and by Mr Geoff Knox on behalf of veterans of 102 Field
Battery.

The Ode to the Fallen was read by Mr Lindsay Elgar, and this was followed by the Last Post, firing of the
Minute Gun in memory Gunner C J Sawtell, a minute’s silence and another Minute Gun firing in memory of
Gunner lan James Scott. Rouse and the prayer of the Royal Regiment followed, and Father Greg Flynn gave
the Benediction. The assembly then sang the National Anthem, and after the Catafalque Party dismounted,
wreathes were laid.

The ceremony, in brilliant weather, was attended by many Gunners, some with WWII service. During the
week there were other important functions, including the Regimental Historical Sub-Committee meeting,
National Gunner Dinner, and of course refreshments were taken. In the opinion of those who attended, it
was a triumph of organization by Colonel Don Tait (Retd) and his fellow committeemen, who over nearly two
years laboured long and hard to produce an outstanding result.
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102" (Coral) Field Battery Royal Regiment
of Australian Artillery

The Honour Title ‘CORAL’ is awarded to 102" Field Battery, Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery, in
recognition of its conduct during the Battle of Coral in South Vietham between the 12" May and 6™ June
1968.

During Operation Toan Thang 102™ Field Battery deployed to Fire Support Base Coral in support of 1
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment. Early in the morning on 13" May an intense enemy barrage of rocket
propelled grenades and small arms fire was directed into Coral. This barrage was the prelude to an assault
by the 2" Battalion, 141% Regiment, 7" North Vietnamese Army Division, against the battery and the 1%
Battalion’s Mortar Platoon (minus). The battery engaged the assault waves with small arms and Delta Gun
firing anti-personnel rounds over open-sights. The enemy overran Foxtrot Gun and the Mortar Platoon;
Bravo Gun was hit by a rocket propelled grenade; and Alpha’'s Gun’s ammunition bay caught fire. At the
request of the Mortar Platoon’s Second-in-Command, the Battery engaged the mortar position with anti-
personnel rounds. Throughout the assault Echo Gun was laid onto Foxtrot Gun with orders to destroy the
equipment if the enemy attempted to move it or fire it. The Battalion Support Centre coordinated and
controlled close air and artillery support during the attack. At dawn two Gunner patrols cleared the position,
recaptured Foxtrot Gun and gave assistance to the Mortar Platoon. The enemy left 52 dead and evidence of
a significantly higher number of casualties.

The gun position defence was a close quarter infantry-style battle fought by Gunners and Mortarmen to
defeat a conventional North Vietnamese Army battalion (plus) assault. Whilst fighting against a sustained
ground attack, three Battery guns remained in support of the 1% Battalion's companies deployed in ambush
positions away from Coral. On at least three occasions the Battery responded to calls for fire from the
Battery’s forward observers.

On 16" May another major enemy assault was launched against Coral. Whilst the brunt of the attack was
directed at 1% Battalion’s Alpha and Bravo Companies, heavy mortar and rocket barrage was directed at the
Battery and ‘A’ Battery 2"/35"™ United States Artillery. The Companies repulsed the attack supported by fire
support from the Battery and other gun batteries, mortars and close air support. Throughout the attack the
Battalion Fire Support Centre coordinated close fire support from field, medium and heavy artillery, and close
air support which was controlled by the Battery's forward observers.

Although Fire Support Base Coral was never seriously threatened after the second attack, the Battery
continued to support the 1% Australian Task Force until 6" June 1968 when it was redeployed to Phuoc Tuy
Province. These operations encountered heavy resistance and required Battery fire support of the highest
calibre.

There were many acts of bravery accompanying the exceptional circumstances that the Gunners of 102™
Field Battery confronted. The Battery displayed professionalism, dedication and courage under extremely
dangerous and confusing conditions at Coral.

The Honour Title ‘CORAL’ recognizes these attributes and the outstanding contribution 102" Field Battery
made in supporting 1* Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, on operation in Vietnam.

His Excellency Major General P. M. Jeffery AC, CVO, MC (Retd) Governor General of the Australian
Commonwealth
May 2008
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@@iﬂ 7 Field Battery RAA News ﬂk

th
60 Battery Birthday 12 July 2008

The Battery is the senior unit within 13 Brigade and its 60th Birthday was celebrated with a formal Dining In
night, where 85 present and past serving Officers, Gunners and their respective partners attended with each
guest receiving a special signatured commemorative Port glass. The night was fantastically catered for by
SGT Booth and his band of merry men who produced a four course menu worthy of our Royal Australian
Artillery celebration. Thanks to go to the volunteer staff who served up the great wine and cuisine.

New BSM Appointed

Congratulations to Warrant Officer Class Two, Scott Parker who has been promoted and appointed to the
position of Battery Sergeant Major.
Congratulations also to SGT Dan Lane who steps into the position of Battery Guide.

18 Years On

WO?2 Steve Morrow leaves the Battery to go inactive due to personal reasons. Steve transferred to 7 Field
Battery, 3 Field Regiment on 14 March 1990. He was promoted through the ranks on the gun line during the
period 1990 to 2001. In January 2002, he left the guns to be employed in the critical role of Command Post
Sergeant and, due to shortages in qualified Artillery Officers at the time, took on the added responsibility of
acting Shooting Officer. During this time he was also appointed the OIC of the Recruiting Section, and by
December 2002 the Command Post and Recruiting Section were the leading teams within the Battery.
Appointed to Battery Guide in 2006, he was promoted to Warrant Officer Class two in January 2007, and
WO2 Morrow was appointed Battery Sergeant Major July 2007.

You can Now pay your Membership Fees by Direct Debi !

Members can go to any bank (or do it by electronic transfer) and make a deposit quoting
The RAA Assaciation’s BSB and Account Number and yo ur Name. The Funds will
automatically be transferred to the Association’s A ccount along with your name.

It's that Simple!!

If you choose this method please quote:

RAA Association of WA (INC) - (Note: Some banks may rd Please do not forget to include
your name, so we know who the

Commonwealth Bank payment is from.
Thank You.

BSB Number: 066 163

Account Number: 0090 2583
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THE AIMING POST

The Royal Australian Artillery Historical Society
Of Western Australia (Inc)

President’s Report:

The Annual Gunners Day is being held at Guildford on Sunday 2" November 2008 and all Members are
invited to this - our Eightieth Gunners Day. In this issue of Artillery WA appears the general information
relating to special events being organised by the Royal Australian Artillery Association and the support of 7
Field Battery.

Once again the Annual Breakfast is being held in the Athol Hobbs Room at Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht
Club and invitations are enclosed with this newsletter. We hope you, your partner and friends will attend.

Our Restoration Unit has moved into a new site off the Battery Parade Ground, and the extensive effort
involved was assisted by 7 Field Battery. The strong support by the Restoration Team and Volunteers made
this change over possible - thank you.

Your Committee is investigating the feasibility of opening the Tunnel Complex at Leighton on Sundays
throughout the year as the current first Sunday of each month only provides limited access buy the public.
However you will be kept informed of developments.

Yours sincerely
Bruce G. Campbell oam
President

NEW TOUR GUIDES - WELCOME

Are you keen to promote one of WA’s premier military
history sites to others?

Then you are welcome to join our team of guides who
volunteer their time for a few hours on a roster basis
once a month on a Sunday to conduct public tours.

This historic site is the World War 1l Gun complex built as
a part of Fortress Fremantle Defence located at Buckland
Hill in Mosman Park.

* You will be trained and coached

* You will be part of a friendly team

* You need to be able to climb steps
» Vacancies for Guides and Cashiers

For further information call David Carter
93673539 (after hours)

Everywhere Where Right and Glory Lead
10



116 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment A GENEROUS GESTURE

The Society recently received a donation of $2,000.00 from the Victorian Branch of the 116 Light Anti-
Aircraft Regiment Association  to be used for the ongoing development of our Objects — the conservation
and preservation of Gunner Heritage in Western Australia.

The WW2 Air Defence Gunners have been closely associated with the Society since our formation in 1988.
Past President Ron Mason is a Foundation Member and the Victorian Branch became a Corporate Member
shortly after. On the local scene, David Dick (and his wife Dorothy), also Foundation Members, have
represented the Western Australian Branch of 116 LAA Regiment for many years.

In expressing our thanks for this most generous donation, President Bruce Campbell recalled the interest
taken in our affairs by the Association whose Members frequently visited Western Australia and always
made it their business to include a visit to Hobbs Artillery Park and Leighton Battery Heritage Site.

Some years ago the Society made available a 40mm Bofors Anti-Aircraft Gun to the Association whose
intention was to have it included in the Catalina Memorial originally planned at Pelican Point where a Battery
of 116 was deployed during the dark days of 1942-43. Ultimately the Catalina was installed at the RAAF
Museum Bull Creek and regrettably the Bofors gun could not be accommodated in the display. The donation
relates in part to the Society’s willingness to become involved in the Catalina project. The Gun will most
likely be returned to the Society at some stage in the future.

7Fd Bty RAA 60 ™ Anniversary Dinner 2008

John & Diane Walsh (Ray Bird background) Ronnie Roach, Don Rae & Wendy Mahoney

Thank you to the Waiters & Waitresses who did
a fabulous job serving food and drinks
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Jim Clements and Bill Kerr at the Bty 60" Birthday Dinner July 2008

You can Now pay your Membership Fees by Direct Debi !

Members can go to any bank and make a deposit quoti  ng The RAA Historical Society’'s BSB and
Account Number and your Name. The Funds will automa tically be transferred to the Association’s
Account along with your name.

It's that Simple!!

If you choose this method please quote:

RAA Historical SOCiety of WA (lnC) - (Note: Some banks may required the full wording)

Commonwealth Bank :
Please do not forget to include y our

name so we know who the payment
BSB Number: 066-103 is from.
Thank You.

Account Number: 00903744

To purchase Embroidered Jacket and or Beret Badges -
Cut below and return to RAA Association of WA (Inc) - PO Box 881 Claremont WA 6910

| would like to order an Embroidered Badge / Jacket Pocket Badge (circle choice/s) as advertised
in the ArtyWA newsletter.

Please find enclosed the amount of $ being for payment of (Qty) Badges or
Please find enclosed the amount of $ being for payment of (Qty) J P Badges

(Badges are $10 each. Jacket Pockets are $25 each. )

Name Member of
(Name of Association or Society)

Street Name

Suburb: Postcode Phone Email:

Please make cheques payable to RAA of WA (Inc)
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FOR SALE

More surplus items have been identified since the down-sizing of our restoration activities :

In addition to the Lathe and Power Hacksaw mentioned in the last issue of ARTILLERYWA (neither of which
has been sold to date) we can now offer a 3 phase Compressor; 3 Mobile O/Head Gantries; a 4 Module
Compactus; and a variety of Metal Shelving.

Indications of interest to Don Rae please — by phone 9446 3682 or Email devar@iinet.net.au. Viewing can
be arranged at a mutually convenient time.

Can you keep a Secret.....?

Truscott Air Base, located on the Anjo Peninsular in the far north of West Australia, operated from July 1944
until the end of WWII and into 1946 before its closure. Its role was to provide a forward staging base from
which aircraft could harass and isolate Japanese troops occupying captured areas to the north of Australia
while the Allies pushed north through New Guinea, the Phillipines and onwards to Japan.

I have recently returned from 6 weeks with the Mungalalu Tours group during which time | had the
opportunity to visit the area surrounding the Truscott Air Base, participate in the Tours undertaken as well as
be involved physically in the development of the sites visited by members of the Public.

The isolation of the facility required all supplies to be landed by barges from cargo vessels anchored in West
Bay, some 10 kilometres from the Base. Included in theses supplies were huge quantities of fuel for the
military aircraft and vehicles, and Tar for road works and sealing of the air strip-all contained in 44 gallon
drums. Catalina flying boats operated from West Bay.

Apart from smaller artefacts and abandoned, rusting motor vehicles, the most obvious evidence of mans
intrusion to the area are the thousands of the 44 gallon drums in various stages of deterioration, from rusting
“local” drums to the more robust, galvanised drums bearing USA identification.

Some drums still contain pliable Tar, whilst others have been utilized for a variety of purposes, ranging from
toilet seats to gun emplacements.

Probably, the most significant remnant in the immediate area surrounding the Base is the scattered remains
of a B24 Liberator Bomber which crashed shortly after take-off in May of 1945 and exploded on impact, with
the loss of the 11 man crew. It is at this site that the Tours commence after the Visitors are met at the
Truscott Air strip, having travelled by plane from either Kununurra, Broome or Kalumburu.

A task undertaken during my stay was the attempted redevelopment of a 3.7 inch Heavy Anti Aircraft
emplacement which included 4 gun sites, an underground Bunker and several personnel shelters. All
structures are constructed with 44 gallon drums. Despite the limited labour available, considerable progress
was made. The outstanding needs will hopefully be undertaken by Members of the RAAHS in future years. |
would certainly wish to revisit to continue what has been commenced.

A worthwhile project for an enthusiastic person, in addition to the above project, would be to record the
number of different suppliers of the drums which include, amongst others, Department of Defence, AlF,
COR, Shell, Vacuum Oil, USAAF, USAN and Atlantic Oil and also the variety of uses to which the drums
have been put-any takers ?

(RAAHS Committee Member Neil Lodge spent 6 weeks working at Truscott Air Base site.)

Indigenous Rock art Member Neil Lodge with locals Wreckage of crashed B42 Liberator
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Some of the sights at Truscott Air Base

B
B

Local watching the tourist's Classic ‘thunder box’ dunnies

B
B

Neil Lodge with local guide Beautiful Boab tree’s

B
B

Aboriginal rock art depicting air base Wonder if the workshop lads would like to restore this beauty

B
B

Truck Park Worn out after grading the airfield

Everywhere Where Right and Glory Lead
14



