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Subs to your Association or Society are now due – RAAA  / 3 FRAAA - $ 15          RAAHS - $ 25 
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The Associations Annual General Meeting was held at Hobbs Artillery Park on Sunday 13th 
March 2005 with Colonel Commandant Brigadier Richard Lawler and our Patron Brigadier 
Doug Collins present. 
 
The meeting was given and update on the current arrangements with 3rd Field Regiment 
RAA Association and the process towards formation of a proposal for presentation at the 
AGM 2006 to combine for administration purposes, these bodies. However separate 
accounting systems will be maintained. 
 
On Anzac day by arrangement with 7 Battery the dawn service was conducted and was 
well attended with over 140 present.  The Service was conducted by the Battery Padre 
and wreaths were laid. This was followed by a Gunfire breakfast and then the majority 
departed for Perth to take part in the March and the Artillery contingent was lead by 
Colonel Don Rae. Afterwards many returned to Karrakatta to renew acquaintances with 
their Service Comrades.  
 
Once again the Association is in debt to Major Andrew Dunjey and 7 Field Battery for their 
continuing co-operation in organising this important occasion. Many thanks to the 
members of 7 Field Battery.  
 
Our next event will be Gunners Day on Sunday November 6th, 2005 at Guildford and an 
invitation to all to attend is extended. 
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WELFARE OFFICER 
 

John Walsh has generously donated his services to be the Association’s Welfare 
Officer.  Anybody that needs to discuss any Welfare Funding can contact John via 

email at info@artillerywa.org.au or jfxwalsh@bigpond.com.au or by phone on 
93836544, Wednesday mornings. 
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3 Field Regiment RAA Association  

Presidents Report AGM March 2005  
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To defend Manila from 
warships the US Army built 
fortifications between 1904 
and 1921 on four of the five 
islands that are in the mouth of 
Manila Bay. Fort Drum was 
built in the island of el Fraile in 
1909. Construction took nearly 
nine years. 

Part Article from the 
Forts and Works 

Magazine 
June 2001 
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Mar- Apr 05 
 
7 Fd Bty have kicked the year off running conducting a number of courses in preparation 
for a busy training year.  
 
To date, we have conducted the mandatory Safety Course qualifying 16 personnel as both 
Safety Officers and Acks, completed a Mod 2 OPCP Cse qualifying five students and 
conducted a combined MR2/C2 Drivers course which has given licenses to 12 personnel 
in the unit. 
 
The Bty has recently commenced a gun course block consisting of an ICT Gun Course, 
and M2A2 Conversion Course and a Mod 3 Gun Course in the next month. At present we 
have 17 personnel that will complete the above nominated courses and whilst the drain on 
unit resources is quite high during the running of the courses, the long term gain is worth 
the effort. 
 
VISITORS 
The unit has welcomed the following visitors in the past month. 
 
RSM-A    WO1 Kevin Woods 
Representing the CLCA       Maj Lachlan Burg 
MG Land Command  WO1 Phil Matthysen 
 
SUPPORT 
 
Nine personnel have recently returned to the Bty from a deployment with 48 Bty, firing a 
year’s allocation of ammunition at Cultana. Opportunities for reserve gunners to fire real 
rates are somewhat limited these days and all gained a great deal from the activity. Our 
thanks go to the staff of 48 Bty for the hospitality that was extended to us.  
 
RECRUITING 
 
Recruiting remains a high priority, with the Bty successfully enlisting 8 since January. With 
6 Bty personnel electing to transfer to the ARA over next few months, it is necessary to 
maintain a high focus on generating new recruits, in order to sustain and grow current Bty 
strength.   
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
 
The Bty is again experiencing a very busy year, providing a JOST 13 Bde Force Protection 
Company Group, which will deploy on Ex Talisman Sabre and the continual provision of 9 
personnel to the 13 Bde Reserve Response Force. Live Fire Exercises in June and 
September, will be followed up with an 8 day LFX in October at the Lancelin Training Area. 
This activity will culminate with an ARTEP. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
With new staff in all key appointments the unit is working hard to settle everybody into their 
new job roles. The attitude and commitment of all personnel in the unit is healthy and we 
look forward to the continual challenges that lay ahead. 
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  THE AIMING POST  
            The Royal Australian Artillery Historical Society 
                     Of Western Australia (Inc) Newsletter 
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A WORD FROM THE WORKSHOP: 
 
Workshop Volunteers are busily meeting the 
demands for their expertise in the restoration 
process of a number of widely differing pieces 
of Ordnance. 
 
As a carry-over from 2004, the City of South 
Perth’s WW1 Commonwealth War Trophy, a 
170mm Rheinmetall German Mortar, is now 
fully restored and will shortly be available for 
installation at the original War Memorial Plinth 
on the corner of Angelo Street and 
Labouchere Road.  The Mortar was 
completely stripped, sandblasted and epoxy 
primed prior to reassembly and finish coating 
in “Feld Grey”.  Once reinstalled, the Mortar 
will be a classic example of the skill and 
professionalism of the principal members of 
the Restoration Team, Harvey Everett, Kevin 
Hamilton, Don Boneham, assisted by Ken 
Thurston and Barry Eather. 
 
Also carried over from 2004, restoration of 
two 1881 3 inch Rifled Breech Loading 
Armstrong Guns on Naval Carriage and 
Mounting is proceeding slowly.  These Guns 
are the property of the Navy League WA and 
for many years have been displayed outside 
the Headquarters of Naval Cadet Training 
Ship Perth in Riverside Road East Fremantle.  
Due to the patience and dedication of 
Honorary Member John Drummond, the 
stripping of these two Guns was achieved 
with a minimum of damage to the 
components.  Remarkably, the breech block 
assemblies were eventually removed from 
the breech rings with great assistance from 
Members of Fremantle Ports’ Maritime 
Services.  All components have been 
sandblasted and epoxy primed.  Reassembly 
is scheduled to commence later this year. 
 
News of the prowess of the Restoration Team 
has spread far and wide!  An approach by the 
City of Kalgoorlie – Boulder seeking our 
interest in undertaking the restoration of the 
Goldfields War Museum 77mm Rheinmetall 
Field Gun came as a pleasant surprise.  
Having indicated our willingness to become 
involved, the Gun was delivered to the 
Workshop on 25th February and, after close 
inspection, stripping of components was 
commenced late March and continues at the 
moment.  Captured by the 16th Battalion on 

18th September 1918 near Villers-
Bretonneux, the Gun was allotted to the 16th 
Battalion Militia Unit which had strong links 
with the Goldfields Region.  Whilst most of 
the metal components are in remarkably 
good condition, the wheel assemblies have 
seen better days and will have to be 
completely rebuilt.  Yet another challenge to 
the resourcefulness of the Workshop 
Team!

 
 
Restoration of the 1897 15pr Rifled Breech 
Loading MK1 Field Gun is slowly approaching 
completion.  Members may recall that this 
Gun was, for many years, displayed in front 
of the main entrance to Swan Barracks in 
Francis Street Perth.  It was deficient in many 
components, not the least of which was the 
Elevating Gear and Breech Block.   
Replication of the elevating gear is “still on 
the drawing board”.  Our colleagues at the 
National Artillery Museum Manly generously 
loaned the Society a 12pr Breech Block 
(interchangeable with the 15pr) to enable a 
suitable replica to be fabricated by the 
Workshop Team.  Once again, the trade skills 
of Harvey Everett overcame the enormity of 
this task and, assisted by Don Boneham and 
Ken Thurston, the finished product so closely 
resembles the original that only an expert can 
tell the difference! 
Once the elevating gears are machined and 
assembled and the travelling seat supports 
and footrests fitted, this Gun will be the centre 
of attraction in the Colonel J. O. Clough 
Ordnance Collection held by 7 Field Battery 
at Hobbs Artillery Park. 
 
The Society is indebted to all members of the 
Workshop Restoration Team.  
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THE HOBBS AUSTRALIAN ARTILLERY MEMORIAL FOUNDATION: 
 
This impressive title is the “new name” for the 
7 Field Battery RAA Official Collection 
housed at Hobbs Artillery Park Irwin Barracks 
Karrakatta.  The Battery Collection has been 
part of Army History Unit’s National Network 
of Corps and Regional Museums and Official 
Unit Collections since 1988 and is highly 
regarded for its professional presentation. 
 
As a means of providing “protection” for the 
Museums and Collections and their voluntary 
staff and to provide a tax deductible capacity 
for donations and bequeaths, Army History 
Unit recommended that each entity become a 
Company Limited by Guarantee and that the 
Company comprise a Board of Directors as 
required by the Australian Securities and 
Investment Corporation, complying with the 
regulations issued by the Australian Tax 
Office.  Army History Unit and Defence Legal 
undertook all of the applications and Defence 
paid the associated fees. 

 
Under the terms of the Constitution, 
Associate Membership of the Foundation is 
offered, without fee, to all financial members 
of Royal Australian Artillery Association WA, 
3 Field Regiment Association and Royal 
Australian Artillery Historical Society of WA.  
RAAHS has made application on behalf of its 
members and it can be anticipated that the 
other organisations will shortly follow suit. 
 
It is hoped that the influx of Associate 
Members will provide a stimulus for 
expansion of the Collection and attract active 
participation by persons who are interested in 
collection and display of memorabilia and 
who can bring special skills and enthusiasm 
to enhance the techniques currently 
employed.  For further information, please 
contact the Editor who will pass your 
message to the Board.  
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