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Anzac Day 2008 — Forming Up
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Next Issue — September 2008
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ANYBODY INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING THEIR BUSINESS IMRTILLERY WA FOR A DONATION OF $ 10 (TEN)
PER YEAR, (Four Issues), BOTH IN PRINTED AND WEBTH EDITIONS, PLEASE MAIL OR EMAIL THE EDITOR TO
THE ADRESSES SHOWN
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION WA (INC)

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

On Anzac Day the Battery conducted the Dawn Service at Hobbs Artillery Park which was well
attended by our members.

The introduction was by Major S. Mathers the Battery commander of 7 Field Battery and the
service conducted by Chaplin D. Burgess.

A moving Requiem by Captain Cowdry, brought back memories to those who served and of those
who did not come back.

Our Colonel Commandant Bill Ritchie gave an interesting address and is to be commended.

The Anzac Day Dawn Service Programme prepared by the Battery was in the best tradition and to
those involved, Thank you.

After the Service, the Gun Fire Breakfast was enjoyed by all, and following the March many
returned for fellowship.

In conclusion our thanks to Major Steve Mathers, the Battery and all concerned, for the Dawn
Service and afterwards.

The next event will be the Battery 60™ Birthday Dinner on Saturday 12/7/2008 and this occasion,
which is one of the highlights of the year.

Ubique

Bruce G. Campbell 0oAM
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Artillery from around the world
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WELFARE FUND and OFFICER

John Walsh is the contact person as the Association’s Welfare Officer. Anybody that needs to discuss
any Welfare Funding can contact John via email at info@atrtillerywa.org.au or_jfxwalsh@bigpond.com.au
or by phone on 93836544, Wednesday mornings.

Access to Funds can be made by applying in writing using the Welfare Fund Form, which is available on request.

(From the Treasurer)
The Association reminds Members that access to the Fund to help Gunners financially at a time of need is strictly

confidential and all applications are treated as such.

Ronnie Roach in style Handcock brothers
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Artillery from around the world

Waiting the order to fire a camouflaged eight inch gun from the 1 *' Australian Siege Battery
before the main attack on Polygon Wood in Belgium. Picture: Frank Hurley, September 1917

Anzac Day 2008

Lou Grime, Bruce Nind, Bill Kerr, Frank Langford D ick Albury, Les Herbert, Ron Cutten, Richard Carte r
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You can Now pay your Membership Fees by Direct Debi !

Members can go to any bank (or do it by electronic transfer) and make a deposit quoting
The RAA Association’s BSB and Account Number and yo ur Name. The Funds will
automatically be transferred to the Association’s A ccount along with your name.

It's that Simple!!
If you choose this method please quote:

RAA Association of WA (Inc) —  (Note: Some banks may required the full wording)

Commonwealth Bank Please do not forget to include
your name, so we know who the
BSB Number: 066 163 payment is from.
Thank You.

Account Number: 0090 2583

7 Field Battery, 3 Field Regiment
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BC Maj Steve Mathers leading Officers & Soldiers of
In Anzac Day Parade Perth 2008

7 Fd Bty RAA

Anzac Day 2008 (London — UK)

RAAA Committee Member John O’Brien was in London for Anzac Day, he writes:
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Australia presence Anzac Day 2008 in London
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The Royal Australian Artillery Historical Society
Of Western Australia (Inc)
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You can Now pay your Membership Fees by Direct Debi !

Members can go to any bank and make a deposit quoti  ng The RAA Historical Society’s BSB and
Account Number and your Name. The Funds will automa tically be transferred to the Association’s
Account along with your name.

It's that Simple!!
If you choose this method please quote:

RAA Historical Society of WA (Inc) -  (Note: Some banks may required the full wording)

Commonwealth Bank Please do no t forget to include your
name so we know who the payment
is from.

BSB Number: 066'103 Thank You.

Account Number: 00903744
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Inside the amazing cave city that housed 25,000

Allied troops under German noses in WWI
By ROBERT HARDMAN

16th March 2008
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THERE IS A SILVER LINING!

In the April 2008 edition of AIMING POST under teading “END OF AN ERA” readers were informed of ttlosure of
the Society’'s Restoration Workshop at Irwin Barsagkth the appeal for a generous benefactor anxmabtain a non rent
paying tenant!

Well, our appeal did not pass unnoticed! With th&l support of Majors Andrew Dunjey and Steve has, Defence
Support Group agreed that the Society could hagesacto a building within 7 Field Battery previgusked for Gun Service
and Maintenance provided that we scale down thpesobour operation and dispose of our non comphiaavy equipment.

Naturally we were more than pleased to comply amdroenced the transition from the old premises ¢ortéw location in
May. Deciding what should be kept or disposed wr@es heck of a problem and many arguments ensuedebefatters were
rationalised. Now almost completed, operationth&nnew location have been planned. The first tadke restoration of a
25pr Gun Howitzer currently on display outside HsWtillery Park where it has suffered the ravagesust and decay for
many years, followed by the reassembly of an L&R#mwitzer currently in “a million pieces” in thédworkshop.

There is renewed energy and enthusiasm among thes®ers of the Restoration Team who thought theitdihad come to
an end.
The Society is most grateful to the Battery forgémerous support.

FOR SALE

As a result of the closure of the Restoration Woogsa number of items of equipment have becomdwsitp our future
requirements. Among the larger items is a 17 Bwefng Lathe and a Power Hacksaw — both wired fBh8se current.

In addition there is a collection of odds and ethd$ may be attractive to the home handyman.

Interested readers should contact the Curator, Ram by phone — 9446 3682 or by emadevar@iinet.net.aand viewing
will be arranged at a mutually convenient time.
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LEIGHTON BATTERY HERITAGE SITE
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

As a means of further authenticating and enhanttingHeritage Site, plans for development have h@educed primarily
through the efforts of member Roger Martin. We iafienced by constraints imposed by the Herit@geincil of Western
Australia and, by the Town of Mosman Park as stmattchanges are involved.

A concept scheme was submitted to both Authorities have encouraged us to proceed in detail bynigsan agreement in
principle. The next phase involves the productibdetailed design drawings and specification thast be lodged with both
Authorities in formal application — approval firsiust be granted by the Heritage Council followedpproval from the Town
of Mosman Park.

Professional assistance was required from a cangwngineering firm, the charges for which coutd be met from Society
funds. An application to LOTTERYWEST early thisayavas successful and VDM Projects has been corionés$ to design
and produce all relevant material for submissiotheooAuthorities.

The development plan involves the removal of thattactive fencing from the 5.25inch Gun Pit andi8tell access,
“roofing” the Gun Pit in reinforced concrete andvyiding a “telescopic” hatch cover for the stairlveln addition, it is

proposed to redevelop the No.2 6inch Gun Flooesemble its WW?2 layout — as near to identical asipte to the No.1 Gun
Site Floor.

Assuming that the concept will be approved, fundapglication for the considerable cost involvedl wive to be sought
before work can proceed. Regardless of the outcdinege is already an atmosphere of confidencevemeagerly await
VDM's design concept and detailed drawings that pérmit moving to the next stage in seeking apafdor the work to

proceed. You will be kept informed.

11 1 " + o

Everywhere Where Right and Glory Lead
13



JOURNEY TO THE INTERIOR

Past President Ray Bird conducts a Tourism and Hospitality Business Consultancy staffed by two of his sons,
Andrew and Matthew. One of Matthew’s clients is the Wunambal Gaambera Aboriginal Community at Kalumburu
who operate a guided tour activity at the Kimberley WW2 Truscott Airbase under the guidance of an adviser.

Matthew contacted the Society recently seeking Society involvement through the services of one or more of our
members to act as a coordinator and training officer during the peak tourist season June — September. The
Society was flattered to have been approached and discussions are well under way for member Neil Lodge to “trial”
the proposal from end June through early August.

The Society will receive a retainer for services provided and the attending member/s will be suitably reimbursed for
his contribution in this remote region.

Should any of our readers be interested in participating in such an adventure please do not hesitate to contact the
Society’s Curator Don Rae by phone, 9446 3682 or by email, devar@iinet.net.au

“UBIQUE" takes on a completely new meaning with our involvement in this venture!

60" CELEBRATION OF - BATTERY BIRTHDAY

The Battery Commander has invited RAA Association members to attend and help celebrate the 60" birthday of
7 Field Battery at all ranks Formal Dinner on Saturday 12" July 2008.

RSVP for attendance is contained on the attached Bty Dinner Flyer. Please forward the RSVP with payment and
attendance details asap.

The President and committee of RAA Association WA look forward to catching up with members at the Dinner.

UBIQUE
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